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* To-day/ he wrote to his son in India, * is beautiful
and I am going to take a sail on the lake. The place
looks really lovely and a good number of the younger
trees have grown immensely. I do not see much
difference in the older ones/

A few days later came a vast civic reception in
the Ulster Hall at Belfast. Nor were these the only
honours which were conferred upon him. In De-
cember, 1889, he was elected Rector of St. Andrews
University, and two years later he was offered, and
accepted, the post of Lord Warden of the Cinque
Ports. His rectorial address is of interest, since he
deliberately chose as his theme ' my own personal
experience as to what equipments I have myself found
most useful in the battle of life '.

He began his address by making two assumptions,
neither of which would be accepted as unquestionable
axioms by a youthful audience of to-day. * I assume/
he said, * as a premise that two principles, the love of
God and the love of your native land, are to you
as the breath of your nostrils and the permanent as
well as the ultimate objects of your existence/ He
told his youthful audience to take careful stock of
their own aptitudes before choosing a profession and
he begged them to remember that ' life is a succinct,
definitely circumscribed, period of time, sufficiently
long to get a great deal done in it, and yet not long
enough to oppress us with the idea of exhausting and
unending effort'. He then passed to the question of
education, and while contending that the classics were
wrongly taught at school, made an eloquent appeal
for Greek and Latin, which he considered to be c an
essential part of the education of every gentleman \